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CHOOSING YOUR APPROACH: PRE-RECORDED 
VIDEOS OR LIVE LECTURES?

Video lectures, online lectures, remote lectures? For our 
purposes, the useful differentiation is between pre-recorded 
lectures which your students can watch in their own time 
(asynchronous) and those that are run live with your students 
(synchronous).

Consider which approach is the best fit for your institution, your 
students, and you.

Your Institution:

Your ed-tech team will be able to tell you which tools are 
available to you and your students remotely – and how they are 
supported. They’ll have advice on accessibility and may be able 
to help you get up and running quickly with recording and 
editing - or even assist you in developing material. You may 
also like to check out some of the Courses and Resources.

Your 
Institution

 Your 
Students

You 

https://news.vitalsource.com/courses-and-resources


The Teach Online 
Toolkit: Week 

Three

Video Lectures

Your Institution

3

What are your institution’s guidelines? Consult your 
departmental leads and your ed-tech team. You may be 
required to carry out a certain number of live lectures for 
example.

-

-

-

Which tools are supported by your ed-tech or IT team? 
These will have been selected to ensure compliance with 
GDPR and security, but also to ensure you have access to 
the support you need?

-

-

-

What training, coaching or mentoring on video lectures is 
available to you through your institution? Who could provide 
guidance and feedback?

-

-

-

https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12178
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
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Your Students:

Depending on how your students have been taught previously, they may be at different 
stages of preparedness for learning online. Make sure they can contact the experts with 
any teething troubles so you can concentrate on teaching. 

How does this apply to you and your students? How can you support their needs?

-

-

-

-

-

https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12178
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
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How does this apply to you and your students? How can you support their needs? 

-

-

-

-

How does this apply to you and your students? How can you support their needs? 

-

-

-

-

https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12178
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
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You:

This section can be difficult to consider, particularly if you are 
anxious about developing new skills and managing students in 
an online environment. Think broadly about experiences that 
will help you.

Using new technology can be daunting. It is useful to 
remember that your students highly value your teaching skills 
and research expertise, so they should remain centre stage. 

Do you instinctively prefer the idea of pre-recorded or live 
lectures? Why?

-

-

-

-

What experience do you have with creating short, 
asynchronous learning activities? What experience do you 
have of using asynchronous learning activities, for example on 
a training course?

-

-

https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12178
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
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Have you presented a video lecture or attended a video 
lecture? 

-

-

-

-

What is your teaching style?  Do you engage your students 
in discussion and problem solving, or are you primarily 
presenting information? 

-

-

Speak to colleagues who know you. What recommendations 
do they have for you? 

-

-

https://doi.org/10.1111/ijcs.12178
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Student-Academic-Experience-Survey-2019.pdf
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